= : hes - 
« 2&3; * 


22 


* + 2 6" 1.2 
3 


: x 
„ av 


. : 
Xx * 28-7 
atnbh it DH 42 


** 


9 22 . 
- - 
5 0 5 * 


1. 8 


- 

* 

« » to 
+ 


% 5 
as 


— 
W 

2 

111 


On Sunday the 6th of February 1714, 
Opon Occaſion of the much Lamented DEATH 
QF THAT 


Sa. 


| Pious 480 Worth y Gentleman 


* 


* 
P 


= 


>” 
= 


* x 


— 

4 

-- 
. 


"BR; 


9 


* 
* 
3 
7 8 
—— >SCii wet Go . 3 


898932 
” 0 - 


— 


* 
* 


RF} 


"ii, 


— 


- 


Publiſhed at the 1 7 of 05 th T TRUSTE __ 27 25 
ſaid. Ch appel 3 


. Gy r Go = « — 3 >2 Tz we #747 3 7 
2 = LESS RD IM = 2 


MED FE * 22 . ! 
9 8 1 — + tm = > . 


By J. MARSHALL L. LD. Fa 


16 


[Apa Mor ormng. Preacher of the, 2 


e — Cv — = p 
20 2 . — 
0 — Re . 58 . FI Ree 


; OO 1280 7 The Memory of” che 3 Fo s 1s BI-ſed, 


2 5 ; b — 4 — r 
r ap i ont NIE ns To NET 
5. "ERS _ 3 — * e e n 3 


. LONDON, 


Printed for Sam. Keble at the Turk' 5- Head 
ON | bel 


14 BY 


4 


r 
87 9 
— 


x 


TO THE 
Honourable and Worſhipful 


Sir Marmaduke Wyuill Bar. 


Chairman a nd Treaſurer. 


ned Afsleck Eſq; I | Paul | odrell E 75 

rancis Anneſley EV; John — Eſq 
Ar. Robert Briſcoe 1 Laug hton Eſq; 
Daniel Child Eſq; „Charles Long 10 
William Etterick I bo Sir 32 aſter &i. 
William Gore E/q James Moodey 
Ar. Charles Hall“ Ed 2 Nelthorp Eſq; 
Mr. Matthew Hall lohn Offley E,. 

: n Jennens Eſq; TIF _ Treo Eſq; 

FT H E 


Chappel in Ormond- 3 


This Diſcourſe Preached in the ſaid Chappel, 
and Publiſhed at their Requeſ is — 
Dedicated 


by their moſt Obedient 
and Faichful Servant 


7. Marſhal 


; | 1 2 
Lately Publihed. « I 5 


HE Church of England's Wiſh for the Re- 

ſtoring of Primitive Diſcipline; conſidered, 
in Order to its being brought to Effect. On which 
Occaſion is ſhewn the Inſtitution, Nature, End, 


and Neceſſity of Diſcipline 1 in the Church of Chriſt, 
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"i London, Printed and Sold by Samuel Meble at 
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1 The righteous periſheth, and no man layeth jt to 


heart, and merciful men are taken away, none 


2 | 


ISAIAH LVII. I. 


conſidering that the righteous is taken away from 
the evil to come. 


HE known Idiom of Scripture Language 
will ſufficiently warrant the Liberty I 
am about to take, of interpreting the 
Word, Righteous, in a Senſe of Latitude, 


as expreſſive of all the Duty which every Man 


ſtands hound in, and which a good Man actually 
pays to the God who made him. 

It is not here my purpoſe to detain you with 
any curious enquiry into the particular Occafion 
of the Prophets Complaint, or who the Perſon 
might be to whom it may be ſuppoſed to allude. 

His Remark is general, and its Foundation is 
laid as deep as the very Root of our Nature; 
which diſpoſes us to ſelfiſh and narrow Principles; 
to meaſure the Importance of all events by their 
nearer or remoter Relation to our own particular 
Intereſts; and thence to neglect thoſe Iſſues of Pro- 
vidence, which are not directly levell'd at our 


ſelves, and come not home to our own Families 


But | | 


or Perſons, 
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But that this is a falſe and an erroneous Eſti- 
mate, that we even misjudge our own particular 
advantages in this undue Calculation, the Prophet 
in my Text hath manifeſtly ſuggeſted ; and the 
Reaſon of things confirms the Truth and Tuſtice 
of his Obſervation. . 

For where-ever a Community ſuffers, each Mem- 


us, the whole Community is a mighty Sufferer ; | 


and none but ſuch as would exclude themſelves | 
from the Privilege of their Relation to it, may pre- 
tend an Exemption from their ſhare in its com- 


mon Burt hens. 

We have ſo lately ſuſtain'd a loſs of this kind, 
which touches ſo nearly upon this Neighbourhood | 
and Aſſembly, that as I hope no Man who hears 
me will apprehend himſelf unconcern'd in it, ſo nei- 
ther will he grudge the Minutes he ſhall ſpend i in 
a few Reflections upon our common Misfortune. 

Nothing would prevail with me to undertake the 
unequal Taſk, upon which I am entring, but that 
which I hope ſhall ever be Superior with me to 


all other regards, even the provoking you. to lobe 


and to good works, and to an Imitation of every 
thing which is lovely and of good report. 

From this fingle Motive I enter upon the Pro- 
vince unaſk'd and uninvited. The Modeſty of our 
departed Friend, which caſt a diftinguiſt'd Luſtre 
upon numberlefs other Virtues, carried him to his 


Graye in Privacy and Silence; nor were the Per- 


ſors intruſted with the Care of his Obſequies at Li- 


berty to adorn them with proper Honours. They 


have perforn'd the part incumbent on them, and 
have 


have 
where 
ner w 


Let 


itſelf 
x that 
ronin 
ber ſuſtains his proportion of the Damage; now in 
the loſs of ſuch a Man as my Text hath pointed to 


* 


2 


Eſti- have conſign'd his mortal Remains to the 0 Place 
whereunto he bequeath'd them, and in the man- 
ner which he had requeſted of them. L 
the Let I may well preſume, that even his Modeſty 
ſtice itſelf would here give way, upon the ſuggeſtion 
that any Good would probably be done by the Bla- 
lem, voning his Virtues; ſince this was a Motive which 
v in he never could withſtand ; it was equally the Buſi- 
d to. © neſs and Pleaſure of his Life, and is therefore the 
rer: fitter to attend him at his Death. 
lves 3 Upon a Subject ſo vaſt and compreingiing as 
this, I ſhould neither know where to begin nor 
om- © end, if I were not to confine my ſelf within ſome 
reſtraint of Method and Order. And my Text 
7 hath very opportunely pointed to our Obſervation 
the Three following particulars, | 
I. A Character given of ſome certain Perſon, 
Z who is here ſti led a Righteous or a Merciful Man. 
H. A general Remark made, that ſuch Men are 
yet involv'd in the common Fate, and Die as well 
as others, 

III. A Complaint, or an 1 Obſervation made, upon 
7 the Indolence and Unconcernedneſs of Standers 
by, who Regret not the Loſs as they ought to do, 
nor ſufficiently conſider, that the Righteous i is ta- 

Len away from the evil to come. 


ro- The Character ſtands firſt in order; but ! wy" 
us beg leave to reſerve it for my Concluſion ; wherein 
Ire ue ſhall ſee how well it tallies with the Virtues of 
his our deceaſed Friend, and with the Graces of his 


er | bleſſed Soul, who is now at reſt with _ God * 


His Salvation. 


ey | * In the Coemetery urchaſed for St. Georg 8 E el wben it it 
nd wall be made Parochigh. ol 2 


ve Proceed i 
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C8] 25 
Proceed we therefore to the general Remark here lence. 
made, that ſuch Men are involv'd in the com- ſerva 
mon Fate, and Die as well as others. 5 
Nor will the Wonder be great, that ſo it ſhould Caſes 
be, when it is conſider'd that the very brighteſt # D. 
Virtues have always an allay; that there is not 4 be 1 
Man upon Earth, who doeth good ſo perfectly and | tho”. 
compleatly, but that he finnech ſometimes, and | Han- 
even his good Deeds themſelves are chargeable Rich. 
with their Follies cleaving to them. So that even neral 
in the beſt attainments of the beſt of Men, there tue, 
is ever abundant matter of Humiliation and Sor- the 
row. And this thoſe beſt of Men are ever moſt Peres 
apt and ready to acknowledge, as having upon av! 
their Minds the higheſt Senſe of their Duty, and £79" 
the humbleſt apprehenfions of their own deſervings, © may 
Death is therefore the irreverſible Sentence to Enta 
which the t and worſt of Men are equally ob- Eye 


noxious. The great and unerring Difference be- on t! 
tween them, is founded in afier-Conſequences ; | vide! 
nerd 


ö when the Righreous (hall have a proper guard aſ- 
4 ſign'd them, to conduct them ſafe into Abraham's ly at 
Boſom, and the Wicked be left, affrighted and ap- 
palFd, in the Hands of that roaring Lyon, who is ly c 
ever upon the Watch, ſeeking whom he may devour, © 
'Ti then, the Courſe of the World, and the ©xÞ 
eſtabliſh*'d Methods of Providence for its Govern- his 

ment, will not admit of any exact diſtinctions be- fick 
tween the one and the other. | | bur 
The Sun muſt therefore riſe in common on the 
Evil and on the Good ; and the Rain deſcend alike mu 
on the Juſt and on the Unjuft. —_—_ 
General Calamities muſt likewiſe fall, for tlie Into 
moſt part, Indiſcriminately ;, the Sword, the Peſti- and 
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hould | 
hteſt | 
not 4 | 
and 

and 
eable 
even 
there 
Sor- 3 


1 
boned fy the Pine, can pa no exact nor ob- 
able diſtinctions without A Miracle; and the 
Rules of Providence admit no Miracles i in common 
Caſes. 
Diſeaſes of all ſorts muſt for the ſame reaſon 


be ſufferd to make a promiſcuous Havock. And 


tho length of days be repreſented as in the Right 
Hand of Religious Wiſdom, and in ber Left Hand 
Riches and Honours, this only intimates the Ge- 
neral Propenſities of Providence in favour of Vir- 
tue, together with her own native tendencies to 
the We, ge., there aſcrib'd to her. But {te 


moſt peremptoril ly undertakes for nothing in thts Life, as 


upon 
and 


ings, | 
e to 
4 ob- 1 
be- 
t; 
4 4. 5 
ams 
| ap- | 
10 18 
our, 


ern- 


be- 


naving made ſuch exceeding grent and precious 
Promiſes beyond it. Even thoſe native tendencies 
may eaſily be overborn by various Incidents and 
Entanglements of the preſent Scene; which an 
| Eye of Faith will readily ſce through, and fix up- 
on that which is within che Veil. Nor hath Pro- 
vidence engag'd it ſelf for any thing more than ge- 
| neral Favour ;, and that Engagement it will certain- 
1 17 and effectually make good. 
But now all this, in every part of it, is per fect· 


ly conſiſtent with ſome Calamities happening to 


the Righteous, Even the Favour of God may be 
exhibited and expreſs'd in his loving Correction; 
his very Scourges may qualify them for his beati- 


fich Viſion, and the Furnace of Adverſit oy, may 


purge away their Droſs, and all zhe Pointion 
which is in the World through Luft. Ine Duft 
muſt, by ſome means or other, return to the Duſt 
as it was, or elle the Spirit can never be admitted 
into the Preſence of God who gave it: For Fleſh 
and . in its * State, cannot inberit the 

B Kingdom 


1 — 2 —— — 3 
en 


"a OY 


Kingdom of God, neither doth Corruption inherit 


Righteous, this great ſhock, of a Separation be- 


I 10 J : ; | | 


Incorruption. This is a peremptory Decree of Pro- 
vidence, to which as our original Guilt contribu- 
ted the Occaſion, ſo our perſonal Demerits have 
abundantly juſtifyed the Execution of it. 


SY 


So that whether the Calamities or the Felicities 
of this preſent Life, prove to be the Lot of the 


a 
bis 


tween Soul and Body, is the common Fate both 
of good and evil Men. And whether this come 
ſooner or later, is a ſmall matter in the Accounts 
of Eternity, and of no great conſequence to ſuch 
as are always ready. 1 

The Remark therefore is true in it ſelf, and 
ſtands Juſtified by its proper Reaſons, that he 


righteous periſheth, and merciful men are taken away. | 
But, in the 2d place, hat no Man ſbould lay this x 


zo heart, that none ſhould conſider the Reaſons of 
this procedure, nor how much of Mercy may mix 
with the execution of this judicial Sentence, is a 
Complaint which will not receive ſuch a ready 
Anſwer nor will the Indolence and unconcerned- 
nels of the ſtanders by, be eafily excuſed, who re- 
gret not the loſs as they ought to do, nor ſufficient- 


Iy confider, that the righteous is (often) taken 
away from the evil to come. : 


This is a Conſideration which intereſts the Wic- _. 


ted in the Fate of the Righteous; for if this be 
not always the Caſe, yet if it be ten, or but 


ſometimes fo, it ſhould make every Man look well 


about him, and zake heed to bis ways, when ever 
a Perfon of diſtinguiſh'd Virtue falls our of courſe, 
and leaves the World ſo much the worſe, for His 
being taken out of it. = 
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inherit 
of Pro. 
l | j <5 ] 8 
s have! T ſhall puſh the Complaint to no further length, 
than only to diſcommend that ſelfiſh and narrow 

Acitie, Principle, which meaſures the Importance of all 
events by the nearneſs of their Relation to our own 
little Intereſts: A temper directly oppoſite to the 
large and noble Spirit of Religion, and utterly de- 
ſtructive to the great Law of general Benevolence! 

But inſtead of purſuing this Complaint, I ſhall 
rather chuſe to ſtrike into another Path, and to 
lay before you ſuch Conſiderations, as may awaken 
in you a Senſe of the general loſs, when a good 
Man is taken away. And no one (it is hoped) 
will repreſent himſelf of ſo little Conſequence, as 
to be wholly unconcern'd in a publick Cauſe. 

Firſt chen, I entreat you upon this Occaſion to 
obſerve with me, the Advantage derivable from a 
good Example. 1 

The Roman Orator's Remark upon (the a aps») 
the Graces of Virtue, 1s a juſt and elegant Repre- 
ſentation of it, and holds perfectly true of Reli- 
vious, Wiſdom, vis. that if it could be embodyed 
and made Viſible, it's Charms would be fo engaging 
and attractive, that each Beholder would wonder- 


2 1 fully fall in Love with it. 


bh. i We often complain, and not without ſome ſhew 
ut ol Reafon, that the Difficulties of Virtue, and the 
Te Temptations which ſurround us in common Life, 
_ are very grievous, and almoſt unſurtnountable; 
> and when weare exhorted to be follywers of Corift, 
„% or to take his bleſſed Apoſiles for our Example, 


we are too ready with our Anſwer, that their Ad- 


i "8 * Formam quidem ipſam (Marce Fili) & tanguam faciem Honeſt 
F vides, qua, fi Oculs cernevetur, Miwabiles amores, (ut ait Plato) eæci- 
raret Sapientia. Cicero de Ofic. Lib. 1. 0 

i 1 ' ” » 


D 2 vantage: 


bh 
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L121 1 
vantages were as extraordinary as their Actain- he ob 
ments, and that the meaſure of their A/iſtances, his b. 
came fully up to the utmoſt heighth of their Tem- might 
ptations. a 1 | 1 and t 

ut there is no anſwering the Argument, which enable 
is drawn om a good Man's Practice in common miſhe 
Cries: Each Action coming from Him, carries a 80 
Proof along with it, that no more is required of public 
us, tLan what 1s fairly practicable. He is a ſtan-P have 
ding Argument, hat the Grace of God is ſulficient An 
for us, and brands all thoſe who abuſe it, with ,.; 
a note of Infamy, and juſt Reproach. 

And when Chriſtian Prudence is joyned to his 
other Virtues, how engaging, how lovely is ſuch 
a Spectacle? How powerfully does it excite and 
provoke to Imitation? He who can withſfand the 
force of it, muſt have his Heart very hard and 
impenetrable ; and even then perhaps he will ſe- 
creily like what he will not openly ao, and 
will wiſh he cou'd practice what nothing but Sloth 
ard Softneſs reſtrain him from Performing. 

Wherefore, in the Death of a Rightcous Man, 
the Good who are left behind, lote a powerful 
Incentive to Perſeverance and to Growth in Grace; 
Nor are the Wicked in any meaſure Gainers by it, 
though they eſteem'd him is a grievance while 
he Lived among them, becauſe (is the Book of 
Wildom bath obſerv'd) * be wwas not for their turn, 
but clean contrary to their dvings; he continually 
uphraided them with their offending the Law, and 
objoTed to their Infamy the tranſgreſſings of their 
Education. Put now by the very Infamy which 


3 


n. 
* 


. 
* 


— 


Wild. 2. 12. 
3 ws he 


he objected to them, and by the ſilent Reproof of 


,z condly, that the 
3 7 poned, often quite averted, and on the other ſide, 
his Mercies are frequently procured, frequently 
ü 7 enlarged to a Church and State, for the ſake of 
the Righteous, the eminently Good and Virtuous 
4 ! who are found therein; which makes the loſs of 
4 them a publick and common Calamity. 


[13] 


his . Practice, "there was good hope that he 
might have ſhamed them into ſome Amendment, 


þ. and that the Luſtre of bis Example, might have 
4 122 them to ſee at length the __ and Ble- 
a miſhes of their own, 


So that the loſs of a good Man, is the loſs of a 
publick Good, and the Righteous and the Wicked, 


3 Live each of them their Part and Share in it. 


And this will further appear, if we conſider ſe- 
Judg ments of God are often poſt- 


Somewhat of this the Text hath intimated, 
when i it repreſents to us, that the Righteous are 

taken away From the Evil to come. Which amounts 
to a ſtrong ſuggeſtion, that the Evil of National 
7 Jpuniſhments | is often deferr'd, till the Righteous 
are removed out of its way and reach. 

Even a Sodom could not be deftroyed, till righ- 
\peous Lot was gotten into a Place of ſafety ; * and 
had Nine more ſuch Perfons as himſelf deen found 
in it, it would not have been deftroy'd at all, Gen. 
18. 32. | 
N In the midſt of great, (and] fear, deſerv d) Com- 
plaints of general Corruption, we have ſtill (God 
4 de thanked) this ground of Comfort left us, that 
Numbers amongſt us may well be preſum d fincere- 


832 * . —ͤ—E—k᷑— — . — — 
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ly Religious, not only in the judgment of Charity, 
but alſo of Common Fuſtice. And from the Inſtances 
we have upon Record of the Dealings of Provi- 
dence, we may well conclude, the Hand of the 
deſtroying Angel ſtayed for their ſakes. 

So that when any Man of diſtinguiſh'd Virtue, 
is called off to a Place of Reſt and Safety, there is 


the leſs Security for thoſe who are left behind him; 


the Proportion between the Good and the Bad is 


alter'd ; the Scale of the one grows heavier, and 
that of the other lighter; and by confequence, the 
demand for Vengeance becomes the more importu- 
nate, and there are fewer Impediments to prevent 


or hinder the Execution. 
The Prayer of a righteous Man availeth much; 


and Interceſſion makes always a conſiderable part 3 
in a good Man's Prayers; ſo that, as well for - 
taining the Mercies, as for averting the Judgments 4 
of God, a Man of Probity and Religion is of ſignal YZ 


uſe to the Community of which he 1s a Member ; 


and even his perſonal Abode carries with it a Bleſ- 1 


ling to the Place which enjoys it. 


Laban, we read * was bleſſed. from Jacob's dwel- 
The Epypizan's Houſe was blefled 2 
for Joſepb's fake; F and that - whole Land foong 
after, feit the Benefit of giving entertainment to 


ling with him. 


uch a Gueſt, Gen. 41. 48. 


Upon any Apprehenſions of an ov er- ruling Pro- 
vidence, this is eaſily conceivable ; and even com- 
mon Senſe and Reaſon (when once the Fact is wel! 
atteſted) will rexdily give into it, that thus it 


ſhould ordinarily and often be, whatever Exception 


— 


— 
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+ Gen. 39. f. , 
th 


. £56) 
the Rule may ſometimes admit of. For that the 


righteous Lord ſhould thus honour, thus encourage, 
Rzghteouſneſs, is as natural and obvious, as that 


ar 
ge his Countenance ſhould behold the thing that is Juſt ; 
rovi. | where-ever he bekolds he cannot but approve and 
f the love it. | | 
Even in a natural way, I obſerve thirdly, that a 
irtue, good Man 1s a publick good ; like the Fountain of 
Is good it ſelf, he ig good, and he does good: Like 
him; the Author and Finiſher of his Faith, he poes 
32d is about doing good,; it is his Meat and Drink to do the 
and Will of God; be doth good to all as he hath Oppor- 
© the 4 719; and receives no pleaſure like that of giving it, 
dortu- 13 What a World would this be, if All were thus 
event Lee minded? Thus alike inclin'd to the Offices of 
Benevolence? What a Cure wou'd the Miſchiefs 
nuch; 4 ariſing from Peviſhneſs, Pride, and Perverſeneſs 
> part 3 find in this heavenly frame of Temper and Diſpo- 
or oh- | fition? What a bleſſed Calm and Harmony would 
ments ſucceed, in the room of that Unquietneſs and Dis- 
ſignal cord, Which are now the Complaints of every 
mber; Strect and Corner? 1 
a Bleſ. It is not the fault of the Rig hteou⁰,, if theſe ſe. 
veral Evils do not find a Cure; if all the good 
dwel- which is Y ſible to be done, be not done actually. 
bleſſed He is ever in readineſs to lend out his Hand to the 
1 ſoon bleſſed Work; to contribute his ſhare to this deſi- 
ent to red Harmony. If others were not wanting to their 
Parts, zhe face of the Earth might be renew d; and 
= pro- though the place of Paradice ſhould continue yet 
a com. unknown to us, we might hence be able to gueſs 
ie wel! 2 little at the State of it, Even the meaneſt figure 
thus if and the narroweſt circumſtance in Life\and Fon | 
eptions tune, have fomewhat of this Power left to them, 
; ". +, —_— 
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ſomewhat worſe than an unprofirable Servant ;, but 


whoever makes a proper Improvement of the Ta- 


lents lent to him, is a Friend of Mankind, and be- 


comes thence entitl'd to the further (honourable) * 
appellation of, the Friend of God. "1 
I he time alotted me for this Diſcourſe, will not 
permit me to proceed further in this Argument, 
nor to give you ſome other Reaſons which would 
abundantly confirm to you the Truth of the Ob- 
ſervation, that a good Man is a publick good, and 


therefore that the 4% of him, is a publick and 
common Calamity and Loſs. Fs 


I muſt therefore paſs. to the laſt and hardeſt f 
part of my preſent Undertaking, the Character 
which my Text hath given of ſome certain Per- 


ſon, who is ſtiled in it Righteous, or Merciful. 


I have already told you, that I apprehend my 
ſelf ſufficiently warranted by the Phraſeology of 
Holy Writ, to underſtand this Character in a | 
ſenſe of Latitude, and therefore to comprize in it 


the Whole Duty of Man. 


We nced not ſeek with any critical Curioſity for 
the Perſon here peculiarly defign'd by the Prophet; 
whether it were Hezekzas, or Joſias, or any other 
religious King, or Prophet, then lately deceas d; 


ſince the Occaſion of my preſent Diſcourſe points 
to our Memories One ſo liłe the Perſon there deſ- 
crib'd, that there will be no need of looking out 
for any nearer Reſemblance. 


The Whole Duty of Man conſiſts, we know, of | 


three Principal Branches, reſpecting God, his Neigh- 
bour, and Himſelf; and whoever ſincerely labours 
to adorn them, is Righteous in a Goſpel ſenſe, 


though | 


which whoever abuſes, deſerves the name of | 
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ö but 
Ta- 
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vhere all the difficulty will be to ſay enough. For 
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though he be not perfectly cleanſed, according to 
the Purification of the Sanctuary. : 

Let us ſee then whether the prophetick Age 
were the only one, which could furniſh out ſuch 
a Character. 

Here our departed Friend being Dead yet ſpeaks 
what, Living, his Modeſty would not ſuffer him 

I can have no end to ſerve by flattering his Me- 
mory; nor do I fear the Imputation of it, in a caſe 


1. In the Duties of Gozllineſs, how Aſſiduous he 


# was and Fervent, how Uniform and Conſtant, how 


Serious and Unaffe&ed, you are all my Witneſſes; 


and will join with me in this Teſtimony of him, 


that we know not where either our Religion, or 
our Place of Worſhip hath a brighter Ornament left 
to either, = DE 
His conſtant attendance at the Euchariſtical Sa- 
crifice, his exemplary and reverend Behavior there, 
was ſo very Edifying and Conſpicuous, as help'd 


to warm many cold and lukewarm Hearts, and to 


— 55 them with a like Spirit of true and fervent 
„ 
Such regular and orderly Devotion, ſuch a pure 


and holy Flame, an Heart ſo zealouſly affected, 


with an Head to govern it ſo cool and temperate, 
how beautiful, how engaging was the- goodly 
Pattern ? Sh”. Wi . 

Was it, did I ſay? I hope, I believe, I may ſay, 
it is ſo ſtill in manifold other Inſtances ; Some of 
them doubtleſs form'd upon the Model of His Ex- 


J ample; which I truſt will ſpread yet more and fur- 


C . 
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zher, and go on to make, where it do's not Sad 
many ready followers. 

Religion ſeem d indeed, and doubtleſs was, the 
Care of his Life; it grew, it flouriſh'd obſervably, 
under the happy influence of His pious Endeavors, 
and his engaging Practice. 

His Learning, large as it was and various, was 
{ct a- part for the Service of the Altar, and ſancti- 
hed to Religious Uſes. And many a pious Soul 
breathes daily to God it's holy Aſpirations of Pray- 
er and Praiſe, in the Language of His Heart and 
Tongue. For ſuch holy purpoſes, his Tongue was 
the Pen of g ready Writer to what his Heart Endi- 
ted. His Works in this kind will live, I dare fore- 
tell, as long as our Language, and even zhen will 
deſerve.to have a New Language g1ven them. 

His Zeal, and his Knowleape, ſerv'd each other 
ſo mutuilly, with ſuch reciprocal Kindneſs, that 
the Une was neither barren nor unfruitful, nor the 


Other giddy nor Exceſjive : His Light and his Heat 1 


were ſo juſtly proportioned, correſponded ſo well, 
and fo aprly together, and his Will was fo duly 


fuburdinate to his Underſlanding, that his Religion 
ate upon him with all the Graces of outward De- * 
-ency, as well as with all the Intrinſicł Beauties of | 


Holineſs... 


He was Zealous for his Gad, and for the Honour 
of his Service ; and therefore only preferr'd, above 
others, The Church of England, becauſe here, ne 
thought, hat Honour beſt conſulted. He under- 
| ood, by due enquiry, that the was the moſt con- 
 formable both in Do&rine and Government, to the l 
M.del once and firſt delivered to the Saints. For 
ncither his Faith nor his Practice proceeded _ 5 
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Truſt, | 


Whenever the Aſſaults of Hereſy 


2 2 
Truſt, but upon a Reaſonable Choice. He had, as 
much as any, prov'd,examin'd, conſider'd, all things; 
was able to ſatisfy Himſelf, and to give 4 Reaſon to 
Others, of the Hope which was in him; and where 
once he fix*d, he tix'd upon ſo good a Foundation, 
that he was not eaſily remov'd from it by any Wind 
of Doctrine; but having rightly apprehended, he 
ever held faſt that which was Good. 

Nor was he, in the ſecond place, at all deficient 
in the ſocial Virtues, Not Deficient, did I fay ? Nay, 
he abounded in Love and in good Mort. 

Either Nature, or Grace had bleſs'd him with 


ſuch a flowing Courteſy of Mind and Manners, that 


few Provocations could break in upon, or diſcon- 
cert it. Zealous as he was (and ſurely no Man was 
more, or more truly ſo) for the Honour of his God, 
he was never thence tranſported to any undue ex- 
curſions againſt Man. 
No Man convers'd more generally than He, with 


gion I all perſwafions, and no Man more inoffenſively, nor 
D KH 
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therefore with more likelyhood of recommending 
to all Men, the Doctrine of his God and Saviour, 
obliged him to 
appear in Defence of the Faith, and to Contend for 
the Truth as it is in Jeſus, as perſonal reſpes 
were beſide the Queſtion, he candidly threw them 
Our of it. 5 - 

A rare Example this, to our angry Writers 
upon diſputed Subjects! who thiuk it not enough 
to Confute an Adverſary without Confounding him; 
and have not learn'd, from His Chriſtian Practice, 


the happy Secret, of diſtinguiſhing between the 


Perſon and the Error. 
Nor may his Gratitude paſs here unmention'd, 
1 1 R nor 


| and by all good Offiees. 
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nor bis pious regard to the Memory of that Excel- 
lent Prelate, * who form'd his tender mind, and 
ſowed in it thoſe ſeeds of Knowledge and Virtue, 
which ſpread afterwards ſuch numerous and goodly 
Branches. This, he was ſenſible, was a Benefit, 
never enough to be acknowledg'd nor requited. The 
Biſhops own Works have ſpoke his Praiſe ;, but the 
grateful Pr/pil was deſirous of adding his own Eu- 
Jogies ,, which he hath done effectually, by leav- 
ing it ip ſcrib'd upon a laſting Monument, + That 
fuch a Mcfter had ſuch a Scholar. 

But above all, his Works of Mercy, his Labours 
of Love, (theſe) were his Darling, his heſt belov'd 
Employments. The Poor, the Fatherleſs and the 
Widow, will never enough lament his irreparable 
Loſs, The Societies || which have been lately 
form'd for various purpoſes of Piety and Charity, 
will miſs in Him, a Faithful Counſellor, a Prudent 
Director, an able Manager, and every way accom- 
pliſh'd for the Glorious and Godlike Work of do- 
ing Good. + 

Many Expences in life, which feed the Vices 
and Vanities of others, He prudently cut off as 
ſuperfluous, that he might have the more ro give 
to fuch as needed, _ 
Mis Frugality was no Cover to avaritious Pur- 


— 


* Biſhop Bull. | F Mr. Nelſon's Life of Biſhop Bull. 
More particularly for promoting Chriſtian Knowledge at home, 
and tor Propagating the Goſpel in Foreign Parts; and for educating 
our Youth in the Principles and Practice of true Religion and 
Piery, according to the Doctrine and Diſcipline of the Church of 
Euglaud; of all which he was an uſeful and zealous Member. 
10 the Charity School Erected in this Neighbourhood, he be- 
queathed ar his Death a generous Benefa&tjon'of Fifty Pounds, as 
he had all along in his Life aſſiſted it by Liberal Contributions, 


poles, 


; 3 | 
Þoſes, but all his Oeconomy was deſign'd to make 
zoom for Charity: Which he did not ſo much 
Feſerve for Bequeſts at his Death, * as like a Wiſe 
Ind a good Steward he was a Liberal Diſpenſer of 
St in his Life. Pompous he would be in Neither, 
hat in Both he might be more Uſeful. - 
In the laſt place, for the Perſonal Virtues; they 
were no leſs cultivated, no leſs recommended by the 
Advantage of His Practice, than were the Offices of 
Piety, and the ſocial Duties. | 

No Man ever advanced the Character of a pri- 
Fate Gentleman to a more elevated pitch than he; 
zin Him the Gentleman and the Chriſtian were ſo 
Happily united, He did fo Adorn Religion, and was 
ſo Adorned by it, that the riſing Generation may 


hence with great advantage obſerve, how perfectly 


conſiſtent theſe Characters are, and how much they 
may Both be depreciated by a neglect of their com- 
mon Duties. To ſeparate the One from the Other 
is indeed to ſpoil them both, or at leaſt very much 


_ Fro diſparage and diſcommend them. Meekneſs will 


appear no ſuch mean, low ſpirited Principle, when 
jt ſhines in a Form like His, and inſtead of raiſing 
your Contempt, engages your Effeem and Reverence. 
ae had ſtudyed both Books and Men; knew the 
Fallacies of the One, and the Follies of the Otber: 
Let was ever more ready to diſcern a Merit or a 
Virtue, than a Weakneſs, or a Vice in either. 
Hence that Unpaſlionate, Equal, and Candid 
frame of Mind, (which ſhone in Him with pecu- 

Flr Graces) took it's Riſe and it's Eftabliſument. 
& YSelf-love had on Him no other Influence, than, 


et the Refidyary part of his whole Eſtate he hath left to 
Tious and Charitable Ules. 5 


what 
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knew how to preſerve the Characters from inter fe- 
ring, and wore them Both with a diſtinguiſh'd Luſtre. 
I beſeech you therefore Brethren, by the Mercies 


of God, and in the Bowels of Chriſt, that you would 


ge-; 
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what is it's only proper One, the Direction of all ! ＋ 
his Aims and Purpoſes to the ſupreme Good of ( 
Man, which is the Glory of God, and the Selva- * 

rion of his own Soul. : 43 1 
h Hence he deriv'd that admirable Calm and Pa- dr 0 
tience, that firm Affiance in the Mercies of God * f 

through Chriſt Jeſus, that full Aſſurance of Hope ” 
in his Promiſes, which ſupported him under the 8 
Weakneſs and Preſſures of a lingring Obſtinate F | 
Diſtemper, and ſweetned to him at laſt, the very e 
bitterneſs of Death itſelf. . 1. 
Thus he ended, as he had all along ſpent bis I 
Days; was the ſame Perſon ſtill; maintaining 2 
the ſame Character, and carrying it with him to 7 
the Place of Refreſhment, | ide 
He dyed, as he had lived, like a Lamb, without | *: 15 
Commotion or Struggle; ſubmiſſive to the Will of g 
God, and entirely refign'd to his holy Providence. _ 
And having born the Character of a Righteous and - ' 
Merciful Man in his Life, he hath, I doubt not, * ; 
the Bleſſing allo aſſign'd by the Prophet to ſuch, in wh 
the Verſe following my Text, that he is Entred le | 
into Peace, that he reſts in his Bed, and walks in br 
his own Uprightneſs. And them who thus ſleep in 17 
Feſus, will God bring again with him. y 4 7 
And now to conclude ; I fain would hope I need he 
not further labour the Recommendation of this ex- wand 
cellent Example : I ſpeak, I know, to an Audience Pra 
of Gentlemen as well as Chriſtians; and here you Hg 
have ſeen Both united with ſingular advantage. He his 
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conſider in the firſt place the Honour of your Vo- 


cation, and the Dignity of Him who hath call'd 


ou to 1t 
The Diſtin&ions in his Life are of far leſs Con- 
ſequence, than thoſe which await you in another. 
The Decencies of Figure and Station need not be 
dropp'd in favour of Religion, which only requires 
a juſt Regulation, and due Improvement of outward 
Advantages, but for the reſt, permits the Uſe, and 
even ſweetens the Enjoyment of them. ©: 
Only, let not the glitter, or pride of Life, fo 
dazzle your Eyes, as to prevent you from ſeeing 
the things which belong unto your Peace. 15 
Let not the Pleaſures of the World have too 
much Indulgence for no better reaſon, than becauſe 
they are ſo much within your reach and power. 
Let not the Leiſure wherewith a favourable Pro- 
vidence hath bleſs'd you, be abuſed to the purpoſes 
either of a ſlothful Indolence, or a vicious Practice; 
but rather with a becoming Diligence be applyed 
(as you have ſeen it in this fair Example) to the 


| Improvement of others, and to make your own-Cal- 


ling and Ele&ion ſure. The good you may do to 
the World and to your ſelves, will find you am- 
ple Employment for all your ſpare Moments; and 
the Time ſo: ſpent will never ſting you with any 
Hrn, I 
And now that we are going to offer up to God 


the great and ſolemn Sacrifice of Thankſgiving, we 


may not 1mproperly mix with it our peculiar 
Praiſes to his Holy Name, for all the Glories of 
his Grace, which 74 eminently ſhone forth in this 
his faithful Servant. e 


Exemplary 


(42 3 
Exemplary Virtues had this e enen in 
the Primitive Church, that the NE: of ſuch as 
were E:vinent-for-the Practice of them, were re- 


membred with Honour in her moſt ſolemn Offices. 


In our moſt ſolemn Offices, the Devotions of ma- 
ny are doubtleſs Here and elſewhere aſſiſted by the 
pious Labours of our departed Friend. * $6 that 
when we are praiſing God for all his Servants de- 
parted this Lift in his Faith and Fear, this emi- 
nent Servant of God may well deſerve from us, a 
more eſpectal Commemoration. 

At the ſame time let us beſeech the Father of 
Mercies, that he would give us his Grace ſo to 
follow both rhis, and every other good Example, 
that we may all at length have an happy meeting 


in that ot her and better World, where with Angels 


and Arch-angels, with this our deceaſed Friend and 


Brother, with the general Aſſembly of God's Ele, 
and all che ſpirits of juſt Men made perfect, we may 


Laud and Magnify bis glorious Name, evermore 


praiſing Him, and ſaying, Holy, Holy, Hol „Lord 
G Aimighty, which was, and is, and is to come. 


To whom be Glory ad Dominion bo: h now and 
| = -afhe eVermore, Amen, 


A 1 928 * 8 : - bd 


Eſpecially < that excellent Book of His, entituled The Great | 


| Dus of frequenting the Chriſtian Sacrifice, which is rarely equall'd, 
and no where, that I know of, exceeded, in its peculiar uicfulnels 


and Propriety for that laered Servi ice care 
FINIS. ; 3 
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